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Smiles at School brings
preventive dental care
and oral health educa-
tion directly to children
at school. By providing
care in a familiar setting,
Union Community Care
makes it easier for children to receive import-
ant dental services while missing less class.

It also helps parents and caregivers avoid
taking time away from work for a separate
appointment.

Why School-Based
Dental Care Matters

Cavities are one of the most common health
problems among children in the United
States. Regular dental care can help prevent
cavities, protect healthy teeth and gums,
and find concerns before they become more
serious. Visiting with a dental professional at
school can also help children feel more com-
fortable with dental care and build healthy
habits that last.

Services we offer

Screenings: We check your child’s mouth,
teeth, and gums for signs of dental concerns.

Cleanings: We remove plagque and tartar, then
polish and floss the teeth to help keep them
clean and healthy.

Fluoride Treatments: We apply fluoride
varnish to the teeth to strengthen enamel
and help prevent cavities.
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Dental Sealants: We place a thin, tooth-
colored coating on the back teeth to help
protect them from cavities. Sealants are
quick, painless, and can protect teeth for
years.

Oral Health Education: We teach children
how to brush and floss properly and how
healthy food and drink choices can protect
their teeth.

Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF): SDF is a
safe, painless liquid that can be placed on
a cavity to help keep it from getting worse.
The treatment may turn the cavity dark
brown or black. If SDF is recommended, a
parent or caregiver must provide additional
permission before treatment.

Who Provides Care?

Services are provided by a Public Health
Dental Hygiene Practitioner, or PHDHP. This
is a specially licensed dental hygienist who
can provide preventive dental care outside
of a traditional dental office, including in
schools.
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